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“There is no higher work than evangelistic canvassing, for it involves the performance of the highest moral duties.
Those who engage in this work need always to be under the control of the Spirit of God.” - CM 12

The Blessing of Blessings
See What God Can Do, Chapter 12, pages 55-57
Some time ago, I was at a publishing leadership meeting in Charleston, South Carolina.
There were marketing representatives there from both the Review and Herald and Pacific
Press Publishing Associations. They were showing us some new materials that were hot off
the press. One of them was a book entitled Blessings by Jerry D. Thomas, which is a modern
adaptation of E.G. White’s book, Thoughts from The Mount of Blessing.

As we previewed the book, most of the publishing leaders (myself included) were not happy
with the picture of Jesus that was portrayed on the front cover. We felt that since we were
working in urban areas, the illustration should be more representative of our clientele. Each
publishing leader was given a copy of the book. I took mine to my room.
The next day, after the meeting was over, I went back to my room and met a lady from housekeeping at my door. As I approached her, I heard the Holy Spirit speak very
clearly and distinctly in my mind, “Give her the book.” I greeted her and said,
“I have something for you.” I went into my room, got the book, and when I
handed it to her, her mouth dropped open, and tears filled her eyes. She
looked at me and said, “You’re giving me this book?” I said, “Yes.” She said,
“How did you know that I wanted this book?” Well, her response puzzled me
because the book had just come off the press and was not yet available for purchase, so I
said, “You wanted this book?”
“Yes,” she said. “Last night I saw the cover of this book in the trash can. It caught my attention, so I took it out and read it. I said, ‘Lord, how can I get a copy of this book?’ And here you
are the next day giving it to me.”
Needless to say, I was flabbergasted! I couldn’t believe what I was hearing. The only ones
who had access to the book were the publishing leaders, so I knew that it had to be one of us
who had thrown the cover in the trash. She thanked me profusely for her new-found treasure
and hugged Blessings to her chest with both hands. I asked for her number and kept in touch
with her for a while. She told me that she was taking her time reading the book so that she
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“The church must give her attention to the canvassing work. This is one way in which she is to shine in the world.
Then she will go forth, fair as the moon, clear as the sun and terrible as an army with banners.” RH Jan. 1, 1901
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Could digest it because it because there were wonderful things in it that she had never heard
before. Then she said something that I will never forget: “I have to be honest with you, Jean.
When you first told me that you had something for me, I thought it was money, but little did I
know that what you’ve given me is more important than any amount of money, but little did I
know that what you’ve given me is more important than any amount of money that I could have
received.”
My heart was humbled, and this experience taught me a valuable lesson. While we were haggling over the color of the picture, God was preparing someone’s heart to receive the contents of the book. God is an awesome Savior, and when it comes to spiritual things, I will never
again “judge a book by its cover.”
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Unfortunately there is no Star Points
winner this week.
We hope to see your smiling face here
next edition!

Testimony Stories
Don’t forget to send in your written testimonials of how God is moving in your Literature Ministry. Your submitted
canvassing experiences will be featured in this newsletter and, for the time being, for each testimonial used you will
receive a $50.00 check, courtesy of a generous lay donor who is a strong supporter of the Publishing Ministry.
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