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When we first began to tithe, it was for “fire insurance”. We did
not want to incur the wrath of God. Even though our motives
were poor, God blessed us for tithing. Because His blessings for
obeying Him were so great, before long we were tithing because
of His tremendous generosity. For example, when things were
financially tight for our young family, God led us to a twenty-five
dollar used washing machine that was already twenty years old.
Then, God kept it running for eighteen more years. Finally, because my mother-in-law could no longer tolerate the machine’s
worn out appearance, she talked her husband into buying us a
brand new washing machine. We can’t out give the Lord! “Give,
and it shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed down, and
shaken together, and running over”…became a living reality for
us.
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In 1981 when we moved to Louisiana, we prayerfully contemplated the purchase of our first home. After Jim and I prayed
and fasted over the issue, I called my father and asked him if we
could sell some stock that he was holding in my name. He consented, and we applied those funds to the cost of a house. Within approximately six months, the value of that stock went from
about fifty dollars a share to pennies. Only God knew the future,
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and He impressed us to ask for that stock money before it
plummeted in value. Not one of my seven brothers and sisters,
or even my father sold their stock, but God impressed the tithe
payer to sell.
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The blessing did not end there. In 1984 when I was seriously
ill, my husband prayerfully decided to sell our Louisiana home
and relocate where we could get medical help and support.
The Lord provided a transfer to Hot Springs, Arkansas, and later
a buyer for our Louisiana home in time for my husband to
spend more than half the equity from the sale of the house in
search of a cure for my illness. Then the Lord led my husband
to speak to a church member who gave him a book that directed him to the answer to my recovery.
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When Mary (John 12:3) anointed the feet of Jesus with a
pound of spikenard ointment, the house was filled with the
odor of the ointment. When we tithe in obedience and reverence for God, everything we own and do is touched with the
fragrance of God’s blessing.
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“My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit has rejoiced in God
my Savior… for He Who is mighty has done great things for me;
and Holy is His Name.” Luke 1:46,47,49.
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God continues to do great things for us. Tithing pays dividends
“good measure, pressed down,… shaken together, and running
over” (Luke 6:38).
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I have held many things in my hands and I have lost them all.
But whatever I have placed in God’s hands, that I still possess.
- Martin Luther
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Share your story of how God is blessing you “Above and Beyond”
by emailing knoll@kytn.net
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